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Textbooks were not used to teach mathematics in France until the eighteenth 
century. Their introduction in the classroom from the 1730s revolutionised the way the 
subject was taught and helps to explain the growing sophistication of the mathematics 
course taught in the collèges de plein exercice after 1760. This in turn goes a long way 
to explaining the fecundity of French physics at the end of the eighteenth century.  The 
paper will discuss some of the leading textbooks and their authors and give an idea of 
the kind of mathematics course that Laplace would have followed at Caen under 
Christophe Gabled.  
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